
Shepherd, Michigan
March 22, 2018

The regular meeting of the Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District (RESD) was
held at Winding Brook Conference Centre in Shepherd, Michigan on Thursday, March 22, 2018.
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by Board of Education President, Dr. Timm
Thorsen. Members present were: Dr. Cheri Booth, Bill Henderson, Matthew Showalter, Tom
Steere, Dr. Timm Thorsen. Members absent: Anmarie Andrews, Ed Lorenz. Also present were
Dr. Jan Amsterburg, Superintendent; Wendy Giles, Administrative Assistant to the
Superintendent; Kevin KoIb, Associate Superintendent for Finance; Robert Cosan. Associate
Superintendent for Special Services; Dr. Kathy Peasley, Associate Superintendent for
Instruction; Kim Onstott, Assistant Employment Programs Administrator; Matt McMahon,
Associate Superintendent for Technology.

There were no visitors present.

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 21, 2018 were presented for approval. A motion
was made by Bill Henderson and supported by Dr. Booth to approve the minutes as submitted.
Motion carried 5-0.

Financial statements for the month of February were presented and reviewed. Claims for the
month of February were presented in the amount of $3,789,062.82. A motion was made by Tom
Steere and supported by Bill Henderson to approve the financial statements and claims as
presented. Motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Bill Henderson and supported by Dr. Cheri Booth to approve the
payment of the Gratiot County Legal Fees for Wind Turbine MTT Cases for $18,916.39. Motion
carried 5-0.

Painting, Lighting and Carpet Bids were presented for the GTEC/Michigan Works Building in
Alma. Bids were awarded to the following:

Mann Painting, $26,207.00
Peasley’s Carpet, $28,810.63
Town & Country Group (Lighting), $11,880.00

A motion to approve the bids as presented was made by Tom Steere and supported by Dr. Cheri
Booth. Motion carried 5-0.

Discussion was held on the CMMA Website Sponsorship. Afier discussion a motion was made
by Matthew Showalter and supported by Tom Steere to approve the CMMA Website
Sponsorship of $5,320.00. Motion carried 4-0 with one abstention from Bill Henderson.

A motion was made by Matthew Showalter and supported by Dr. Booth to change the location of
the June 20, 2018 Regular Board Meeting from Winding Brook Conference Center to the
Mahoney Center in Ithaca (due to construction at Winding Brook Conference Centre). Motion
carried 5-0.



Retirement requests were presented for Suanne Tasker, Employment Programs Administrator
and Debbie Rubble, Custodial, Maintenance and Catering. Effective dates for both retirements
are June 30, 2018. A motion was made by Tom Steere and supported by Dr. Ched Booth to
approve the retirement requests of Suanne Tasker and Debbie Hubble with wishes of Godspeed.
Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Tom Steere and supported by Matthew Showalter to support the
following Resolution in Support of Participation in Literacy Essentials Collaboration. Motion
carried 5-0.
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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PARTICIPATION IN
LITERACY ESSENTIALS COLLABORATION

WHEREAS, the Board of Education for Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District, along with the
Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators (MAISA). and education leaders throughout Michigan,
understands the importance of developing talent that is career ready and college capable, and

WHEREAS, one in six children who do not read proficiently in third grade fail to graduate from high school on time,
four times the rate for children with proficient third grade reading skills, and

WHEREAS, there is a moral and economic imperative to the relentless pursuit of early literacy, and

WHEREAS, the Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District is part of an alliance of Intermediate School
Districts and community organizations from across the state of Michigan dedicated to collaboratively raising literacy
rates, and

-

WHEREAS, Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District adopts the goal of realizing a minimum of 80%
of third graders reading proficiently at grade level and systematically implementing intervention strategies for the
20% who, due to normal developmental differences, take a little longer, and

WHEREAS, the Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District will collaborate to promote the sharing of
successful, research-based literacy instruction by implementing the “Literacy Essentials” practices, and

WHEREAS, all children in Michigan deserve educational opportunities that allow them to compete on a national and
international basis,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education for Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education
Service District fully supports the goal of MAISA in collaborating with the work of the Literacy Essentials
Collaborative for the support of students in the district and across the state.

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of a resolution duly passed and adopted by the Board
of Education for Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District at a meeting thereof held on the 22nd day
of March, 2016, by the following vote of the Truslees thereof:

AYES, AND IN FAVOR OF THEREOF:
NAYS:
Absent:

Secretary Date / /



A motion was made by Dr. Booth and supported by Bill Henderson to appoint Roslund Prestage
as our official auditors for GIRESD and MMNET. The cost for GIRESD is $21,250 and
MMNET is $4,025. Motion carried 5-0.

Added to the Agenda was an out-of-state travel request for Scott Mizer, Paraprofessional to
accompany an RESD student to Cedar Point for the senior class trip at Alma High School, May
24, 2018. A motion to approve the request of Scott Mizer was made by Tom Steere and
supported by Bill Henderson. Motion carried 5-0.

Added to the Agenda was the resignation of Anmarie Andrews, Board Trustee, effective April 2,
2018. A motion was made by Tom Steere and supported by Dr. Booth to approve the resignation
of Anmarie Andrews as presented. Motion carried 5-0.

Also added to the Agenda was a leave request for Theresa Cole, Paraprofessional through May
31, 2018. A motion was made by Bill Henderson and supported by Matthew Showalter to
approve the leave request of Theresa Cole as presented. Motion carried 5-0.

A legislative update was provided by Don Olendorf. He apprised board members on the State
Aid Bill, Budget Cycle; Early On; MPSERS; Marshall Plan; career education programs; Section
56; reading; and at-risk children.

Board Policy considerations were presented for discussion and will be recommended for
approval at the April Board Meeting. The policies in review are student and staff acceptable use
of technology and staff and student district issued email accounts.

Directors Reports were give as follows.

Kim Onstott thanked the board for supporting the remodel project at the GTEC/Michigan Works
building; announced unemployment rates are low and employers are struggling to fill lower
paying positions; passed out a success story on Jason Armstrong (All Michigan Academic Team
at Mid Michigan Community College) and she is preparing for Suanne’s retirement.

Dr. Peasley shared a success story on staff member Heidi Aldrich whose name appeared on a
presentation at the MACUL conference by a national Illuminate presenter and also Wayne RESA
is contracting with Heidi to train their staff on an Illuminate tool. Shepherd Schools is
requesting to contract with Lisa Reynolds for pupil accounting services and Kelli Thompson is
organizing ALICE training for Gratiot County. Kathy also has been active securing funding for
Imagination Library in particular with the Ashley Library who has agreed to fund all children
ages birth to 5 that reside in Ashley and the Ashley Lions Club will pick up the balance if
needed.

Man McMahon gave an update on the security camera project, MMNET business model,
technology support schedule for 2018-19 and upcoming recycling project.

Bob Cosan announced staff member Cheryl Evers was one of the winners of the Michigan
Lottery, Excellence in Education award, updated staffing in the special education department and
also gave an update on adaptive equipment/devices.



Kevin KoIb discussed the Winding Brook Conference Centre conslmction schedule and the
finance software study.
Wendy Giles reminded board members of the April Board Meeting - April 26, 5:00 p.m. held at
the Mahoney Center in Ithaca

Dr. Amsterburg gave his Superintendent’s Report on the following items:

• Covered at Ashley Schools, in their Superintendents absence, regarding a school
threat

• Recent Superintendent’s meeting with Law Enforcement & Thrun Law Firm
• Newspaper articles on LINKS
• Wind damaged sign at Winding Brook Conference Centre
• Employee Recognition Flyer at place selling
• Legislative Breakfast for Superintendents regarding US 127/Zeeland Farm

Service
• Read to 2’”’ graders at Carrie Knause Elementary’ in St. Louis
• Attended CMMA Best Practices Tour (Integrity Fab and Powell’s)

Matthew Showalter apprised the board that MASA joined a broad coalition including law
enforcement, school mental health and education partners to come up with a plan to make our
schools safer — The Michigan School Safety Reform Plan prolects Michigan students and makes
our schools safer.

A motion was made by Matthew Showalter and supported by Tom Steere to go into closed
session to discuss the superintendent’s evaluation. In a roll call vote, all members voted yes to
commence an executive session of the Board of Education. The Board approved the motion at
6:50 p.m. President Thorsen reconvened the regular session of the Board at 7:30 p.m.

Being no further business before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Bill Henderson
and supported by Dr. Booth. President Thorsen adjourned the meeting at 7:32 p.m.

Thomas Steere, Secretary Dr. Timm Thorsen, President


